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News from ACMA
This news was received via email from the ACMA. It’s great to see fees reduced, and 
the 2x1 Contest Callsigns that were successfully negotiated with ACMA by RASA 
reduced from $70 per year to $15 per year.

3rd September 2024

New fees, reminder to reassign or reconfirm call signs

New amateur radio fees

From 1 September 2024, we will introduce new fees for the following call sign 
activities:

● Reassigning a:
• special event call sign: $34.00
• VK0 and VK9 call sign: $34.00
• contest call sign: $15.00

● Transferring a call sign to another amateur operator: $15.00

The amateur radio call sign policy and website has been updated to reflect these new 
charges. Information about how we set fees is in the Fees for service cost recovery 
implementation statement.

Reassigning call signs

Special event, contest, VK0 or VK9 call signs have a designated assignment period 
of 12 months. We will contact you before the expiry to remind you to apply to have 
the call sign reassigned to you (the fees listed above will apply). If a reassignment 
application is not made before the expiry date, the call sign will no longer be 
assigned to you, and will be made available on the call sign register.

Amateur operators with 2-letter, 3-letter and F-series call signs should reconfirm 
ongoing use of their call sign every 5 years There is no cost for amateur operators to 
reconfirm ongoing use of their 2-letter, 3-letter and F-series call signs. 

We encourage amateur operators to log into ACMA Assist to reconfirm their call sign, 
or apply to transfer or reassign call signs.

Update to the amateur operating procedures

Following feedback, we have made a minor change to the Amateur radio operating 
procedures to clarify that communications established with another station is also 
referred to as a ‘series of transmissions’.

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facma.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ekytkjk-idutsjtjh-t%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca034bcf0d1c846ffc04808dccbd3f7d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638609358466674554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jXQ2jeaqZjYT8GLzQvmu4DvpLp1Jd1GOkn%2F3m%2BzXtZs%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facma.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ekytkjk-idutsjtjh-i%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca034bcf0d1c846ffc04808dccbd3f7d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638609358466684868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o01k7u0lJ6vdGEOqf1%2B9LeGvz6p8XeRWpxIpIPgeV0o%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facma.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ekytkjk-idutsjtjh-i%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca034bcf0d1c846ffc04808dccbd3f7d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638609358466684868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o01k7u0lJ6vdGEOqf1%2B9LeGvz6p8XeRWpxIpIPgeV0o%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facma.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ekytkjk-idutsjtjh-d%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca034bcf0d1c846ffc04808dccbd3f7d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638609358466689294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=crQfgKIZOVWU7ISj6EO223zqnDcPJ8zM%2BGg8%2BIXG%2F7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facma.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ekytkjk-idutsjtjh-h%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca034bcf0d1c846ffc04808dccbd3f7d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638609358466693700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=56MAujOnMsuZeeNd735xfBv%2B5jRiX6ixs%2Fnm8EiFCS0%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facma.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ekytkjk-idutsjtjh-h%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca034bcf0d1c846ffc04808dccbd3f7d0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638609358466693700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=56MAujOnMsuZeeNd735xfBv%2B5jRiX6ixs%2Fnm8EiFCS0%3D&reserved=0
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RASA Annual General Meeting 2024

RASA’s 2024 Annual General Meeting was held on 
Saturday 7th September.  The President, Paul 
VK2APA, (pictured right), chaired the meeting.  

The poll for office bearers was conducted earlier, and 
the returning officer’s report was received.

The meeting was conducted online via ZOOM, and is 
available to view on RASA’s YouTube channel HERE

RASA has developed a wide range of resources for Amateurs. These are free to use 
by any Amateur.  You do not need to be a member of anything to access RASA 
resources.   Find out more about RASA resources at our website.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2ZvWqdOoCM
https://vkradioamateurs.org/
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Save 40m CW

Are you a CW operator, or do you take an interest in Band Plans and ensuring we all 
get fair and equitable access to the bands? For those who aren't across the WIA/
IARU's plans with 40 metres, please read and consider the call to action. 

Whilst the focus is currently on the VK WIA National Body, they will be taking their 
proposal to the IARU Region 3 Conference in November 2024. Graeme VK5GG and 
I will keep the news section of this website up to date.

www.save40metrescw.com 

It is our preference to refocus this ill-conceived plan before it leaves our shores. We 
hope that the WIA will listen to both its members and non-members and work to 
represent the community fairly.

Regards, Chris VK3QB and  Graeme VK5GG #3397

http://www.save40metrescw.com
https://qrm.guru/
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2024/25 RASA Participation Challenge
Paul Anslow VK2APA

As we kick off the RASA year, I took a moment to reflect on 2023/24 and realised that 
my Amateur Radio activities took a backseat because of family obligations and some 
challenges at home. But this year is going to be a game changer! I’m setting some 
Amateur Radio goals for 2024/25, and I think you should consider doing the same.

It's easy to be overwhelmed by the wide variety of activities available to us as 
licensed amateurs. I am often disappointed to see hams who get stuck in a rut, who 
feel limited by their licence privileges. New hams often are not sure of their next 
steps and the Welcome to AR guidebook may help. Even those with a Foundation 
licence have tons of options to explore beyond just the local FM repeater. Plus, with 
the Solar Cycle on the upswing, you can make some great contacts with just 10 watts 
and average antennas. HF Data modes like FT8 are perfect for low power setups. It 
all comes down to how you view it—do you see it as a challenge or just an excuse?

If you have a Standard or Advanced licence, why not set some goals and pick up 
new skills? Trying out 6 meters, often called the magic band, can be a blast! Plus, the 
antennas, whether you make them yourself or buy them, are compact enough to 
keep even the fussiest family member or neighbour happy. You can also check out 
satellites and the ISS with just a DIY basic tape measure beam and a cheap 
handheld radio. For more details, check it out here.
 https://www.work-sat.com/index.htm

The higher HF bands are now active. Learn Morse Code and get into CW, the 
original small signal mode. The FISTS Down Under website is a good starting place. 

If noise is holding you back, QRM.Guru has a great 
flow chart and real world knowledge base articles to 
assist you to solve your QRM. Another alternative is to 
operate portable or mobile.

If you are unable to operate from home, take the 
advantage of Summer and the outdoors. A portable 
station, or a vehicle mobile setup is a great way to get 
outside and enjoy the lower noise floor in rural and 
bush settings. World Wide Fauna and Flora (WWFF)
may interest you.

Try a contest or field day activity. Some contests are quite brief, over a weekend, 
some a month or longer. Some are friendly and some are very competitive.
nearby islands, or anywhere you feel like.

Photo is of Scarborough Reef (BS7)

https://vkradioamateurs.org/welcome-to-amateur-radio-guidebook/
https://www.work-sat.com/index.htm
http://www.fdu.org.au/
https://qrm.guru/
https://www.wwffaustralia.com/
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To help you participate in some new things in AR this year, RASA has put together a 
checklist for you to track your progress and some links to help you with your new 
activities. You can use this for ideas to try. 

It works even better with a friend or group as a fun competition. It would be great for 
your club to track over the year and provide recognition of accomplishments with 
newsletter articles, certificates, or even prizes.
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Other Activities

Start up a pedestrian Hand Held Net. The rules could be “Walk at least 500 Meters 
from your QTH or Vehicle” or similar, with the objective of some exercise, along with 
some Amateur Radio interaction. Rules should be flexible enough to allow for the 
less mobile to join in.

Have a Slow Scan Television Net on your local Repeater. There are android and 
iOS apps available to encode and decode SSTV and all you need is your regular rig 
and your phone or tablet. A fun way to share your phone photography.

Devise a Field Day/Contest activity. E.g. The Waverly ARS have their innovative 
Ferry Contest on the various Sydney Harbour ferries. A group portable contest 
station. A public display of Amateur Radio, etc.

Start a regular Shack Day. An activity where the club station is activated by 
members (or an amateur opens up their shack to a small group) with some sort of 
theme e.g. Getting new amateurs on air, for those who cannot get on air at home, 
Exploring new modes, etc.

Run a One Contact a Day Challenge. Either as a personal challenge or as a group 
or club activity, create a challenge to work at least one station a day using a selected 
mode or other condition(s). E.g CW using a hand key. For the time poor the rules 
could be adapted to be five or more contacts a week. 

Hold or Participate in a major Annual Event. This could be a large field day, club 
participation in a major contest or anything else you can come up with. It may take 
several years for it to fully take off. Publicise the event and afterwards report on its 
success. Notable successful events are Perthtech, Antennapalooza, and numerous 
club events large and small.

Hold a build-a-thon.  From a list, get members to register their interest in building a 
kit. Starting suggestions could be Construction of a Flowerpot Antenna for 2M or 2M/
70cm, Making your own Balun, either 1:1 or 4:1 and then making a dipole antenna. 
Building more complex items as the members' interest and skills evolve. Buying the 
materials in bulk helps with costs, too.

Your Ideas Here ➠
Don’t forget to share it with us, too! We would like to hear of your success.

Useful Links
World Wide Fauna and Flora (WWFF) website https://www.wwffaustralia.com/
Summits of the Air (SOTA) - Paul VK5PAS has a great page here 
https://www.vk5pas.com/summits-on-the-air-sota.html
Islands on the Air website https://www.iota-world.org/’
Beaches On The Air (BOTA) https://www.beachesontheair.com/
Silos on the air (SiOTA) https://www.silosontheair.com/

https://www.vk6.net/perthtech_1
http://www.antennapalooza.net.au/
https://www.barc.asn.au/resources/Antenna_Flower_Pot_2M_70cm_Dual_Band.pdf
https://tetemtron.com/product-category/kits/
https://www.wwffaustralia.com/
https://www.vk5pas.com/summits-on-the-air-sota.html
https://www.vk5pas.com/summits-on-the-air-sota.html
https://www.iota-world.org/%E2%80%99
https://www.beachesontheair.com/
https://www.silosontheair.com/
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PerthTech 2024 - September 21st
PerthTech 2024 has an amazing programme of presentations; 
enough to keep everyone interested and engaged.
The programme commences at 8:30AM, and the first presenter for the day is 
Mooneer Salem K6AQ, who will talk about Machine Learning and FreeDV

Digital voice (especially on VHF/UHF) is something that hams have been doing for 
several decades. While it does have advantages over traditional analog voice, one 
big disadvantage is the lower perceived audio quality. This is despite being able to 
decode and copy digital voice transmissions at lower signal to noise ratios than 
would otherwise be possible.

HF, meanwhile, adds additional complications that affect the ability to decode a signal 
that's of acceptable audio quality. Join us as we talk about how the FreeDV project is 
using machine learning to improve digital voice on the HF bands.

And there’s more - find out about PerthTech and the full programme HERE

What does it cost to attend PerthTech?

- The day of presentations -Saturday 21st September,   $30
   Includes Morning/Afternoon Teas, Lunch, All day tea/coffee)
- Sundowner Saturday Evening  (BYO Drinks)  $15
- Caravan/Camper - per van per night (Fri &Sat)  $15

Registration is compulsory - no walk-ins please. Register Here 

I’m looking forward to meeting you at PerthTech.

73, Bob VK6POP on behalf of WA Amateur Radio News. perthtech@vk6.net

https://www.vk6.net/perthtech_1
https://www.vk6.net/perthtech_1/registration
mailto:perthtech@vk6.net
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The DXpedition to Jarvis Island, N5J
By N1DG

I am writing this on the way to Pago Pago from 
Jarvis Island. What a ride! No, I don’t mean the 
storm we just went through which had winds 
peaking at 68 knots (hurricane strength). The 
trip to Jarvis really began eight years ago right 
after the successful Baker Island DXpedition 
where we tried to keep a few operators on the 
ship and remote to the radios on the island. 
The remote idea was a total failure yet the 
DXpedition was a great success except that it 
left the team totally exhausted.

On the way back to Fĳi, George, AA7JV, said to 
me: “There has to be a better way.” And so began a three-year process where the end 
result was a fully remote system including a custom-made landing craft, software control 
systems, and custom-designed antennas made to work with reduced height and 
minimal guying. George’s Radio-in-a-Box (RiB) system design was funded by the 
Northern California DX Foundation (NCDXF) and tested successfully in the Bahamas. 
More…

How “I” is “A.I.”?

We asked an A.I. engine to generate 
an image of a female morse code 
operator.

It’s often been claimed that women 
are good at multi-tasking.

Who wouldn’t be good at multitasking 
with a third arm?

https://jarvisisland2024.com/news/108-the-dxpedition-to-jarvis-island-n5j-2
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Antennapalooza 2024
This year’s theme for Antennapalooza is Wire Antennas.

November 30-December 1st at Drouin West, Victoria.

To kick things off we are 
planning to have a temporary 
installation of a Curtain Array 
on 20 Metres.

At 19 metres high by 60 metres 
long, It's going to be big, but 
still just a baby as curtain 
arrays go. 

The plan is for it to be up for around 2 weeks over the Antennapalooza field 
weekend.  (Less if we get a decent storm)  

Come and check it out.  Bring your wide angle lens.  Plug your rig into it if you want 
to try it out.  

Will it work or just snag helicopters?   Who 
knows?  Let’s find out together.

Antennapalooza takes place at Drouin 
West, about an hour’s drive East of 
Melbourne.

Visit the Antennapalooza website for full 
information and updates.

https://antennapalooza.net.au/
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